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Welcome

T

his is the first LSJ Magazine. The team have gone above
and beyond to create a bold magazine that showcases a
variety of news, think-pieces and campus-based stories.
We are incredibly proud of what the team has curated on the
pages that follow. We were tasked with bringing fresh thinking,
new ideas and a more varied approach to student journalism in
Lincoln. It has been an epic project and a roller coaster for all of
us involved. We watched the momentum surge with the team’s
excitement over this magazine launch. A massive thank you to
the production team for all their effort last term: Andrew Norris,
Grace Thompson, Amelia Pearson, Samantha Ramsbottom,
Aaron Mayhew, Alexandra Keene, Emma Fisher, Sophie Bell,
Sam Steers, Chloe Groom, Devyani Tailor, Juliet Horner. Thanks
must also go to Nigel Devereux, Ian Barnsley and Holly Furness
for designing our new logo and the magazine pages.
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Never too old
MA student Ailsa Adams shares the highs and
lows of being a mother on campus - 13 years
after her carefree undergraduate days.

T

hankfully not yet old
enough to be my peers’
mothers, though I often
feel it, I am approaching
this journalism masters’
from a completely different angle
ten years on from my undergraduate
degree. Donning a different hat for
two days a week I am not a mum to
my two boys but actually me again,
struggling at times to use my brain
academically but brimming with life
experience.
It feels very different, in part
because it’s a different university but
also because I am a different person.
As a mum I ponder lame things like
if people are cold without a coat,
that I didn’t notice in 2006. Fashion
exchanged for comfort, undergrad
me would snigger at the snot stains
on my jumper, food handprints on
my jeans and Hot Wheels car in my
coat pocket.
Less likely to be hungover as a
result of a rave the night before, (I
bet young people don’t even say
rave unless ironically?) I am possibly
still suffering the after-effects of
too many glasses of red wine as a
necessity to get through Biff, Chip
and Kipper’s adventures with my
five-year-old. Desperately planning
my work around the endless tasks
of motherhood. Think Mila Kunis’
character in Bad Moms.
A military operation ensues every
week to get the children to school
and myself to Lincoln for a 9am
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lecture, cursing my fresher self that I
didn’t make more of the fact I used
to live ten minutes from my campus
instead of an hour. Not always
negative, I love my heated seats
on the commute and never fear I
will break down on a major road
anymore in my ‘grown up’ car.
Walking onto campus, I always
check what machinery is working on
the new medical centre and instantly
hate myself a little for being such a
saddo who knows enough about
a Manitou telehandler to give a
presentation. Undergrad me would

“Freedom is a given in your
early 20s, but I wish I had
appreciated it a little more.”
eyeroll. Little boys are obsessed
with building sites, mine to such
a great extent that the expensive
Disneyland Paris trip is legendary for
the A1 road widening workforce and
diggers on the way.
All mum group chats are on
‘uncool’ WhatsApp or audio
messages of driveling rants while
children occupy our arms and laps
as holding down a button is easier
than typing. Young cool people use
Facebook messenger apparently.
Undergrad me would sigh at how
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ABOVE: LSEJ

MA student
Ailsa Adams
with her sons,
Wilfred, 2, and
George, 5.

out of touch I have become. I’m not
even sure if group chats existed in
2006.
What would I tell my fresher self?
Sleep! Get all the sleep you possibly
can to top up your reserves for
motherhood. If only it worked like
that. Actually, I would say don’t miss
out on anything, so the opposite.
As a mum I can’t come to anything
in the evenings unless meticulously
planned out weeks in advance, and I
really miss the social side of drinking
to drown our workload sorrows.
Freedom is a given in your early
20s, as it should be, but I wish I had
appreciated it a little more. I heard

Hooch is back in fashion too so my
boat race drinking game skills could
be put to good use.
Meeting students I have found
they are really kind, patient with
my out-of-touch un-coolness and
inclusive. The ‘you can’t sit with us’
mean girl vibe emitted in droves
in 2006 has vanished. This is the
generation happy to include all
regardless of age, race, religion,
identity and sexual orientation, and
it is refreshing. Well as soon as you
get over the fact their vintage Ellesse
top was your prized possession at
your 13th birthday party.
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THE COLOURFUL
TEMPLE ON
PENANG HILL.

Our Sam in Penang

The LSEJ has a unique partnership with KDU Penang in Malaysia.
Students can study for a degree in Communications and Public
Relations and our own lecturer Sam Pidoux visits the campus as part
of the arrangement. She explains how it all works.
6
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T

he journey to Malaysia is long and tiring. Crossing several time zones means
that your body has no idea where you
are, yet your brain is fully aware, and as
much as you want to sleep, jet lag sets
in when you arrive.
Knowing that I was in for some sleepless nights
I decided to get ahead of the game and do some
work on the plane. With 15 hours of flying to kill, I
thought it would help pass some of the time.
Penang is stunning and what struck me as we
drove through the city was the amount of colour
all around me. It’s a vibrant and multicultural
place.
After the taxi driver had battled his way
through Saturday traffic, we arrived at the hotel.
Quite often work trips are fast paced - you
arrive, do what you need to do and then come
home. This was almost the case for my first trip
to KDU, except I had the Sunday to do some
exploring before the real work began.
I decided to use my day off exploring the
rainforest on Penang Hill. What I had not
prepared for was the rain and how heavy it was
going to be. Just after 2pm the heavens opened.
It started off as a few scattered rain drops and
then it poured down.
In less than five minutes I looked like I had been
stood in the shower. Knowing that the rain was
not going to ease off anytime soon, I kept on
walking down the hill. I decided it was best to
divert back to the Penang Hill train station. It was
a memorable experience and a tick on the bucket
list for me.
Continued on page 8

LEFT: SAM
PIDOUX,
BOTTOM
MIDDLE, WITH
STAFF AND
STUDENTS AT
KDU.

KDU vs Lincoln
o How does it compare to Lincoln?
Where our buildings are very modern,
this is a modern building in Malay
terms, but inside it is quite basic, with
huge injections of colour added.
o Do they get a reading week?
No – they have three semesters with
the summer being a bit shorter than
ours. They have a little bit more contact time and longer days because they
have core modules such as language,
maths and history. Students there also
have three points during the year to
enrol – so staff are teaching the same
module three times a year and not just
once a year.
o Do they write a dissertation?
Yes the students have to write one and
they have to do a preparation module
as well – just like the students do here
in the UK.
o On average how long is a degree?
About three years, but because HE is
expensive, students can take up to five
or six years to complete their degree as
they can tailor each year to what they
can afford. Most students do complete
their degrees in three years.
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Continued from page 7
Monday was the beginning of
several long days of work. After a
journey through the city, we were
greeted by the deputy vice chancellor
of the university who took us up to
a room where the KDU welcomed
students from the UK. The campus in
Penang is much smaller than Lincoln
and everything is taught in one
building – but it is a very large building.
They are very proud of their
partnership with Lincoln and as you
arrive there is something called the
Lincoln lounge at the front of the
building. Our branding is on the walls
and there are tables and chairs in there
so they can sit and do their work.
There is no uniform at the
university. The students wear what
they like, but there are strict rules on
what they have to wear. For example,
even though it is a hot country, they
are not allowed to wear flip flops. The
tops are not allowed to be revealing in
any way and they are not allowed to
wear hats inside.
After a tour of the university we
were shown to the conference
room which was to be my place of
work for the week ahead. For lunch
we had been invited to be the vice
chancellor’s guests and dine in the
hospitality restaurant.
Being a foodie, it was the culinary
delights that Malaysia had to offer
that I fell in love with. What struck me
was that the food hall is quite large
and this is at the back of the building.
Instead of having on-site catering they
have a number of local people come in

RIGHT: Some
of the local
food on offer.
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LEFT: SAM
OUTSIDE
ONE OF
THE MANY
AMAZING
TEMPLES.

KDU vs Lincoln
o The national dish of Malaysia is ‘Nasi Lemak’,
which consists of rice cooked in coconut milk and
Pandan leaf
o There are 32.6 million people living in
Malaysia. The UK has a population of 67.5 million, more than double the number of people in
Malaysia.
o At KDU, the average degree is three years, but
because Higher Education is quite expensive,
some students can take up to five or six years to
complete their course.

and offer their food – this is anything
from vegetarian food to traditional
Chinese and Malay food.
One evening we ate out at one of
the many street food markets. As
you walk through the market you are
greeted with so many fragrant smells
like ginger, chilli and garlic. The food is
cooked from fresh; you pick the fish
you want to eat and it is simply some
of the best food I have ever eaten.
In January 2020 I was back in
Malaysia for another round of
finalising marks for the next set of
students. This time I was doing a little
bit of teaching and working with some
of the dual awards students.
If any Communications and PR
students are interested in either
studying abroad or would like to go on
one of the shorter trips to KDU then
please get in touch.
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Hear, watch
and read us
The Lincoln School of English and Journalism
is lucky to have many different student media
outlets

LSJ News TV is a student-run television programme,
focusing on the news in and around the city of Lincoln.
From breaking news stories to feature-based news, we
like to inform our audience of what’s happening in the city.
Joining the team means you can learn industry standard
skills to help you with your broadcast knowledge, from
writing for television to running the Tricaster desk (or
even having a go at presenting!)
The team are happy to teach you any skills that you may
not know much about, such as video editing and video
graphics, which can then in turn help you with your production assessments.
Fancy getting involved? Drop the team a message at newsdesk@lsjnews.
co.uk to find out more information. www.lsjnews.co.uk

THE

The University of Lincoln’s

LINC

student newspaper since 2006

Election Interviews
NUS Controversy
The Return of 2Q

The Linc is an independent, student-run online news
website featuring the latest news, opinion articles and
cultural interviews. We also feature match reports for
sports teams across the city as well as producing online
features such as a monthly playlist featuring the songs our
editorial team have been listening to.
We also produce around two print editions per academic
year. These publications were modelled on a traditional
newspaper format in the past but we have since evolved
into a small and compact magazine which we feel better
reflects our campus audience. thelinc.co.uk

Siren Radio - the UK’s first full-time community radio
station to be based at a UK university, has been on the
air since August 2007. It offers unrivalled opportunities
for students, staff and volunteers in Lincoln to enjoy
and, maybe, discover new talents they never thought
they had. It broadcasts 24 hours a day across the year
and has a wide variety of programmes ranging from
news, current affairs and politics to specialist music
and community interest shows. It also promotes a burgeoning podcast
offering with programmes from literature to psychology. Its work has
been recognised internationally having been awarded nine “Edward R.
Murrow” News Documentary prizes.” www.sirenonline.co.uk
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Mindful
Meditation
MA Creative Writing student Rachael
Gordon talks about her ‘mindful’ journey and
the impact it has had on her emotions

T

ime. It’s one commodity
we all seem to have less
and less of.
So when I was given
the opportunity to go on
an eight-week mindfulness course
it sounded great, but did I have
enough time?
The commitment of two-hours
each week, for eight weeks, felt
heavy to me. As a prospective PhD
student, juggling part-time work,
family and other commitments, I
wasn’t sure if had the time, but I
decided to give it a go.
The course, run by Stuart Couling
of Holistic Therapy, was held in
my workplace, where we started
getting to know each other and
finding out what we all hoped to
‘get’ from mindfulness; everyone
had different reasons for coming,
but we all wanted more peace in

RIGHT: STUART
COULING.
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our otherwise hectic lives.
The first session introduced us
to ‘mindful meditation’, calmly
inviting us to close our eyes, focus
on our bodies and focus on our
environment.
I found this difficult at first and
my mind soon started to wander,
but it became easier as we were
asked just to notice our thoughts
and let them pass.
At the end of the first session
I felt calmer, more relaxed and
ready to deal with any situation
that presented itself to me. Going
forward we were encouraged
to focus on barriers, mindful
movement and staying present.
Each week we have been asked to
journal our emotional and physical
responses to both positive and
negative situations; I am learning to
notice what is going on all around
me, taking in the sights, sounds
and smells of the present moment,
which can be done anywhere, at
any time.
I entered the course as what
some might call a ‘hot-headed’
or ‘emotionally reactive’ person,
hoping mindfulness could help
me cultivate a calmer and more
considered approach to daily life.
Has it done so? The answer is yes
and no. Mindfulness hasn’t taken
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ABOVE: CALMLY
CLOSE YOUR
EYES AND
FOCUS ON YOUR
BODY AND THE
ENVIRONMENT.

away my ‘hot-headed’ emotions,
but it has helped me to develop
an ability to take a step-back and
acknowledge my feelings.
I now have greater choice and
control over how I respond to each
and every circumstance I encounter.
Mindfulness can help you cope with
thoughts and emotions, by taking a
step back and observing them with
kindness. Over time, any tasks can
be done mindfully, from walking to
washing-up!
Studies have shown, through
practising mindful meditation for
25 minutes or longer each day, the
part of your brain that deals with
stress and anxiety will literally grow
and change the way you deal with
these emotions.
For beginners, this can feel quite
daunting so if at first you can only
manage a few minutes that’s
normal.
For those new to mindfulness, I’d

Benefits of Mindfulness
Increased Patience
Better Focus & Productivity
Greater Compassion
Heightened Body Awareness
Less Stress and Anxiety
recommend trying a taster session.
Then, if you like it, look for a local
eight-week course.
Mindfulness courses usually run
for at least eight-weeks, as this
is how long it takes to have an
impact on the physical structure of
the brain. Stuart runs mindfulness
courses in Sleaford, and can be
found at www.couling.com.
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LEFT: FORMER
LSEJ student

Experience
that’s real

Our students are lucky enough to take
advantage of a unique partnership with
Mortons Media. 2019 graduate Shannon
Butcher completed the scheme and is
now an intern with the Lincolnshire-based
magazine publishers and printers.

P

reviously, students have
had the opportunity to
work alongside a multitude
of
our
departments;
producing live work and
learning about the functions within
each area.
This included designing pages for
Mortons titles, producing editorial
content for both online and print,
working with the digital team to
create video content, and learning
how advertising and marketing
push sales and brand reach. All this
experience really lets the students
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practise their journalism skills and
understand what working life is like
within the print industry.
During the first year of the
scheme, Olivia Peace took her place
as the chosen intern, landing her a
role with the digital and marketing
teams, where she worked on For
Real Travel, a website dedicated to
travel blogs.
The following August, after his
two-weeks of work experience, Sam
Hewitt joined the digital team for
his four-month internship. He was
given the task of increasing traffic

Shannon
Butcher on work
experience at
Mortons Media.
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and engagement with Mortons’
title sites, as well as performing a
day-to-day role within the digital
team – he now holds a permanent
position at the company.
Just like Sam and Olivia, the
internship torch has been passed on
to myself after I went through the
same two weeks of work experience
back in early 2019.
As tentative as I was prior to the
work experience – simply due to
my own anxiety about going into a
new workplace – those two weeks

me to broaden my horizons and learn
there’s so much more to the industry
than just reporting.
As the most recent intern, I have
been given the task of working
alongside the digital and advertising
teams to help improve brand reach
and revenue for all our titles. Currently,
my focus is on native ads (supplied by
the customer for mainly digital use)
and how beneficial delving into this
form of advertising could be for both
print and online content.
I believe this internship will open

“The experience took me out of my comfort
zone and placed me into areas I had never
really touched on before.”
were absolutely invaluable to my
understanding of print journalism
and how a well established
publishing company utilises so many
departments to produce the final
product.
The experience took me out of
my comfort zone and placed me into
areas I had never really touched on
before.
However, getting the opportunity
to work within departments such as
design, marketing and digital, helped

many doors in the future, granting
me the practical skills applicable to a
multitude of roles within the industry
in the future, whatever that may
entail.
Tim Hartley, publisher at Mortons
Media Group, said: “Work experience
had always been (or seemed) slightly
ad-hoc, and through our great links
with the University of Lincoln. We
were often getting calls to help
this student or that student.
Continued on page 14

BELOW:
FORMER LSEJ

SHANNON IS
FILIMING NEXT
TO FORMER UOL
FILM AND MEDIA
STUDENT BEN
STOCKDALE (WHO
NOW WORKS AT
MORTONS) AND
THE KITCHEN AND
GARDEN
EDITORIAL TEAM.
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“So Nigel Devereux (production
editor at Mortons and part-time
senior lecturer at Lincoln) and I got
our heads together and came up
with a plan to formalise it a bit and
give journalism students a taste
of working and seeing various
departments, to understand how
their role fits into publishing as
a whole and to do real work, not
just coffee-making.
“It’s the sort of chance I never
had. We’re now in our fourth
year, and it’s getting better

RIGHT: FORMER
LSEJ

STUDENT
OLIVIA
PEACE ALSO
WORKED AS
AN INTERN AT
MORTONS
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each time, with great assistance
from
various
departments
and editors. I’ll ‘interview’ the
potential candidates, and five (or
sometimes six) will come to us
on a two-week block. I’m looking
for people with a real desire to
learn what goes on, who will get
involved and not sit quietly and do
nothing.
“At the end of the year we
offer a paid placement… and
the successful candidates so far
– Olivia, Sam and now Shannon
– have all been great. Each of
them showed a spark, a desire to
get involved and be adaptable,
so they were selected, not just
for their ability, but because we
thought they’d fit in. We haven’t
picked a bad ‘un yet, so no
pressure Shannon!
“We look forward to meeting
this year’s work experience
students and wish them the best
of luck for their time with us.”

ABOVE: FORMER
LSEJ STUDENT SAM

HEWITT
COMPLETED WORK
AT MORTONS
MEDIA AND NOW
WORKS THERE ON
DIGITAL PROJECTS.
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2020 vision

Netflix and Amazon prime lead the way in online streaming
for our next binge-watching session. Their teams are
working around the clock to create and market new original
dramas. Alex Keene looks at the most exciting releases set
for 2020, whether it be historic dramas or bang up-to-date
comedies. While some of our favourites currently have no
set-in-stone release dates, all can be expected in the early
months of next year.

Next in Fashion

NETFLIX: Queer Eye’s Tan France is
stepping out from the light of his smash hit
Next in Fashion to take on a solo venture: a
competition show hosted alongside model
Alexa Chung. The series pits aspiring
designers against each other in a Project
Runway style production that is aimed at
anyone fashion inclined.

Hunters

Mythic Quest

AMAZON ORIGINAL: Amazon’s brand
new TV series Hunters is set to be released
in 2020. The American drama follows ‘Nazi
hunters’ living in New York in the 1970s. The
group aim to round-up members of the Nazi
party living and working in the States while
secretly trying to create a Fourth Reich. An
interesting one for those fans of history or
drama.
Release Date: Not Yet Announced

APPLE TV: Mythic Quest is a new halfhour scripted comedy production bringing
together the stars of It’s Always Sunny
in Philadephia for a new challenge. Rob
McElhenney and co-star Charlie Day light
up the screen together once again to produce
a show based in a video game development
studio. An interesting premise that has
enlisted the help of game developer Ubisoft
in its production.

Sex Education Season 2
NETFLIX: In the list of Netflix’s smash-hit
original shows, Sex Education features near
the top. Millions of us sat down to watch
Gillian Anderson and Asa Butterfield traverse
high school life, and in early 2020 we’ll get to
do it all over again.
Release Date: January 17th 2020

Picture: nodstrum.com
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Is life on the water
‘moor’ appealing?
BA Magazine Journalism student Jordan
Belton meets Brayford narrowboat resident
Andrew Walker to find out about the delights
and challenges of living on the water.

A

ndrew has lived on his
1979 Singer narrowboat
for eight years now, but
he started his life on
his narrowboat whilst
studying law at the University
of Lincoln. He has a daughter so
living in university accommodation
would have been difficult. The boat
seemed the perfect solution.
Andrew, who lives on his own,
decided to stay on his boat even
when he left university after two
years due to ill health. He is still
visited by his daughter and said that
he would not go back to living in a
house again.
“I love maintaining the boat, the
novelty of it all,” he said.
There are challenges to living on
a narrowboat, the main one being
storage space.
“It is so different to living in a
house. You cannot really describe
in how many ways. In winter it can
be dangerous. I fell in the water

LEFT: ANDREW
WALKER WITH
HIS HOME ON
THE WATER.

a couple of weeks ago because I
moved the boat and forgot which
side to get off.”
If you keep on top of
maintenance, it is easy. If you keep
your eye on it, you are looking after
it and you are making sure it’s not
taking on water. Make sure that

“I fell in the water a couple of weeks
ago because I moved the boat and
forgot which side to get off.”
16
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you have bilge pumps and other
equipment it’s not that difficult at
all.”
The hull of a narrowboat needs to
be checked regularly for damage.
It will need to be taken out of the
water every three or four years to
be checked by a marine surveyor. It
will need blacking, which involves
repainting the hull.
The facilities for people living on
the narrowboats are provided by
the Canal and River Trust. There
are showers, sinks, toilets, places
for them to empty their chemical
toilets and points on the moorings
which provide electricity.
You also need a licence, although
you do not require prior experience
piloting a boat.
“You have to get a Canal and
River Trust Licence, which oversees
the 2000 miles of waterways in
England. The licence covers them
all,” says Andrew.
Once you have found a boat, get
insurance and then apply for your
licence. “There are no qualifications
for driving a boat.”
Then, you will need to find a
suitable mooring.
There are two different types of
moorings available to people who
have a narrowboat.
There are leisure moorings which

LEFT & ABOVE:
LIVING ON A
BOAT CAN SEEM
IDYLLIC.

have no restrictions on how long
you can stay on your narrowboat,
but you must have an address
which you live at and are fixed to.
There are also residential moorings,
where you can register your boat
there and have it as a fixed address.
With regards to his current
home on the Brayford next to the
university and not far from the city
centre, Andrew said it was a great
location. “There are no problems
with the students or any issues with
the noise from them.”
In fact Andrew likes it so much
he is planning on getting a bigger
boat!

17
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Is this

Fur-real?

As fur becomes an increasingly popular fashion
statement, the war between furry friend and
faux is reaching boiling point. In Lincoln,
independent boutiques are selling real and faux
fur, with controversy surrounding which is more
environmentally friendly. The real question, asks
Yasmina Abou Hilal, is which side are you on in
the battle of the furs?

C

oncern for the welfare
of animals is forever
growing, and the call to
protect what nature has
given is becoming an even
more sensitive topic. Despite many
independent boutiques in Lincoln
now selling ‘ethical’ faux fur, there
are still some who hold their ground
and justify selling the real thing.
When it comes to fur our opinions
are widely different, although some
arguments seem to be repeated
over and over. “But they wear
leather shoes, some eat meat,
others love animals.”
Choosing to sell fake fur reassures
business owners that they are not
promoting animal cruelty.
Roberta Jacklin, owner of Agatha
boutique, on Lincoln High Street,
says: “We choose not to sell real fur
because it’s more ethical. People are
concerned nowadays how materials
are sourced.
“It’s hard to tell the difference
with our fake fur therefore we don’t
need real fur.”
Tessa Hope, owner of Chantel
boutique, on Bailgate, adds: “We
don’t sell real fur only because the
company we deal with has got
the most amazing ability to make
fake fur that looks real and it looks
good.”
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How about the damage to the
environment through the process
of producing fake fur. There is
growing research into how the
chemicals involved in the process
of making fake fur are harmful for
the environment.
It was announced the Queen is
going fur-free, according to her senior
dresser ,new outfits for Her Majesty
will be made of fake fur. However,
she will still wear her existing real
fur.
More and more effort is being put
into producing fake fur. But why,
if people are against fur, doesn’t
the fashion industry gets rid of
fur completely?
Tessa explains why people like
fake fur: “Fur looks good, if we have
got anything which is furry or fluffy,
people love the feel of it and fashion
is all about looking good.”
Sarah Taylor, owner of Dash
boutique, on Bailgate, agrees:
“People like the look of fur therefore
fake sells …it looks warm.”
Although people are concerned
with our planet and not abusing it
through the name of fashion they
still want to look good. They want
to buy fake fur that looks like real
because fur is associated with luxury
and power.
Continued on page 20
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ALICE DARBY, STAFF
MEMBER AT AGATHA
BOUTIQUE

“It’s hard to tell
the difference
with our fake
fur therefore
we don’t need
real fur.”
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Continued from page 18
David Hencke, owner of YAK
clothing, on the bottom of Steep
Hill, says: “Real fur is associated
with status and luxury, some
people are influenced by it.
“High fashion is all nonsense
to me.”
Haute couture shows us the
finest quality clothing. Although
many fashion houses declare
themselves fur-free, when it
comes to ‘bon ton’, real fur
seems to be winning.
Chloe Fillinghem, sale manager
of OSKA, on Bailgate, agrees:
“When it comes to fashion and
what looks better, it is real fur.
Real fur coats are only seen
now in high fashion shops or in
vintage stores.
“They
have
different
customers. I don’t know if
they’re worrying about animal
rights. I think they just thinking
that they look good in that coat.”
Jayne Wigham, owner of
Mansion Antiques, on Bailgate,
agrees real fur is a niche market
therefore
becoming
more
expensive: “Most people that
think real fur is appropriate
have got more money. If it’s
good quality it will always be
expensive.”
The process of making real
fur became more expensive
because of the growing concern
of how materials are sourced.
Are people buying real fur
concerned about animal rights?
Jayne
continues:
“It’s
hypocritical what people say.
People wear leather shoes.
“It’s a stupid argument.”
Jennifer Davison, owner of
The Shambles Antique Centre,
on Westgate, adds: “I think
people agree with being antifur only to be seen as politically
correct.”
We seem to care about our
planet but still from a business
perspective it is what sells better,
and from a fashion perspective it
is what looks better.
Ash Doyle, assistant manager
of Gere, on High Street, says:
“Real fur looks better but
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MARK
ILLINGWORTH,
OWNER OF
COHOOTS.

people are too scared to admit
it nowadays, with the whole
debate about vegetarian and
vegan.”
With the rise of veganism
people have started to think
they are doing something wrong
by wearing real fur. But not
everyone thinks it’s wrong to
wear REAL FUR.
Mark Illingworth, owner of
Cohoots, on Steep Hill, says: “If
you thought about what you are
wearing too much you wouldn’t
wear anything that’s real.”
Not all fur is made through
animal cruelty. Going back
in time real fur was used for
people to survive. Nowadays
it is not necessary, therefore
becoming a luxury item. High
end fashion designers using
real fur were also animal lovers,
such as the late Alexander
McQueen. Real fur can be a way
of recycling, therefore the most
environmentally friendly.
Paula West, owner of
Heritage, on Steep Hill, says:
“I’ve got no respect for the
disposable Primark crowd, the
mass production of synthetic
clothes is causing more damage
than anything else.

According to the British Fur Trade
Association (BFTA) real fur is more
environmentally friendly and it can be
sourced ethically.
Fake fur does not biodegrade
and is harming oceans by
causing pollution.
Fake fur is often made from
synthetic fibres derived from
fossil fuels that contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions.
Fendi, Dior, Yves Saint Laurent, Louis
Vuitton, Valentino are among fashion
houses which still use real fur.

“Selling real fur is recycling. I
can safely say we are the most
environmentally friendly shop in
Lincoln without a doubt.
“If you are going to say what’s
right or wrong take a close look
at what you are wearing.”
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Jennifer Davison
owner of The
Shambles
Antique Centre
on Westgate
WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT FUR?
I had people demonstrating outside my
shop who were against fur which is not good
for my business. I had to ask them to move
because they were blocking the door, I didn’t
like that.
I don’t like the idea of farming animals for
their fur.
We do sell old furs, we have customers
from other parts of the world who don’t have
the same feelings about it as we do. Nobody
should be able to tell me what I can sell in my
shop. It is not illegal to sell real fur.
People can’t take the law into their own
hands. If there is a law which says you can’t
wear fur then that’s fine, you go to the
police station and say this lady or this man is
wearing real fur and it’s against the law.
It is a similar thing with leather. I have my
leather boots for years. I wouldn’t be able to
have plastic ones for years. If we are making
four or five pairs of plastic boots and the time
it would take to wear out one pair of leather
boots I don’t think that’s good for
the environment.
WHAT DO YOU THINK LOOKS
BETTER REAL FUR OR FAKE FUR?
The fake fur you can find in a city like Lincoln
will not be so good but if you go down to
London and look at some of the furs in the
upmarket shops they are excellent. It’s very
difficult to tell
the difference.
Most real fur is now vintage. The only way
you will buy new real fur is to go down to
Harrods and pay a lot of money for a coat.
And they are fantastic, they look gorgeous. I
wouldn’t buy one but if the whole attitude of
people changed then I would buy one.
There is nothing like real fur. And it’s warm
otherwise Eskimos would not wear it. Fake fur
would not work for them.
I don’t sell real fur because it’s real. I sell it

JENNIFER DAVISON,
OWNER OF SHAMBLES
ANTIQUE CENTRE.

because it looks nice and they are available
and I object to burning them. There are some
countries in the world were you really need
real fur because fake fur will not be anywhere
near as good for keeping out the cold.
WHY DO YOU THINK PEOPLE
HAVE THE NEED TO PRODUCE
FAKE FUR?
Because of the looks, it’s glamorous. Fur is a
glamorous thing to wear and it makes you
feel nice.
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE
PRODUCTION OF FAKE FUR?
It is damaging for the environment. I have no

objections for people having their opinion
but they shouldn’t enforce their opinion
on me. The more expansive the fake fur,
the more effort is put into the production
of it, therefore it is more damaging to the
environment.
It is the same with leather. We kill the cow
to eat the meat so what will you do with the
rest? You will use it. And that makes sense. It
makes much better shoes and boots then any
fake material could make. I don’t have any
objection to that at all.
I think a lot of people will agree with the
anti-fur people only to be seen as politically
correct.
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2020 watch

The 2010s are over; another Star Wars trilogy
has come and gone, The Avengers’ Infinity War is
over and the 24-year-long Toy Story has reached
its conclusion (probably). Welcome to the dawn of
the roaring 2020s, and the beginning of another
decade in cinema. Harry Dowde picks the films
you should add to your calendar in 2020.
No Time to Die

The 25th film in a 58-year franchise, Daniel
Craig’s fifth, and likely his last, outing as
the iconic MI6 agent will see 007 facing off
against Rami Malek’s Safin. Taking place five
years after the capture of Christoph Waltz’s
Ernst Blofeld, James Bond returns for yet
another blood-pumping, action-filled thriller.
Release date: April 2nd

Onward

Pixar’s first contribution to the new decade comes in the form of the magical (quite literally)
adventure film, Onward. Conjured up by Monsters University director Dan Scanlon, the film
follows the story of two elf brothers, played by Tom Holland and Chris Pratt, on their quest to
see their dad for one last time.
Release date: March 6th

Tenet

The Dark Knight, Inception, The Prestige and many more; Christopher Nolan’s career has been
one filled to the brim with films that have defined the 21st century of cinema. Now, 20 years
on since the release of Memento, Nolan returns with the release of time-travel-based espionage
film, Tenet.
Release date: July 17th

WonderWoman 1984
Depending on who you ask, some might argue that prior to the release of Wonder Woman
the DC Cinematic Universe was looking to be a bit like Aquaman’s Atlantis, sunk. With a new
trailer featuring a wonderous remix of New Order’s Blue Monday, Wonder Woman 1984 will be
looking to continue the rise of DC Comics as they seek to take back centre-stage (or screen) of
the super-hero genre.
Release date: June 5th

22

lsjnews.co.uk

“I haven’t met
a stripper
who wasn’t a
feminist”

BA Journalism third year student Samantha Ramsbottom
meets the young women who say stripping is
empowering - both emotionally and financially.
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“It’s empowering
because you know
you are in control”

I

never thought I’d be sat in a strip
club for the first time on a black
leather sofa in a dimly-lit, red VIP
area. There was a crystal chandelier hanging above, as a stripper
in a unicorn onesie sat opposite me.
I also never thought I’d hear her say:
“I came and tried it and absolutely
loved it.”
Strippers, lap dancers, exotic dancers, and pole dancers. All women
that society is quick to judge. But are
they all tragically victimised women,
or can they be intelligent, strong,
and empowered?
Two strippers, Rochelle and
Christa (neither of which are
their real names) tried to enlighten me.
Christa says: “It’s empowering because you
know you’re in control. It’s not all about
getting men’s attention. It’s about expressing ourselves.”
Christa has been a
stripper for five years,
after starting in her second year of university.
Alongside her career as a
stripper, she also works
in a mental health clinic.
“It gave me the freedom to study properly
and do more things for
myself,” she says.
Rochelle has been
in the industry for 13
years, also starting
when she was at
university. She has
travelled the world
stripping, working
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in Germany, Indonesia and Australia,
and now has her own business and
agency for other strippers.
“It is a woman’s world in here.
You’re way more in control of how
people behave towards you. In the
street you get catcalled or grabbed
and that doesn’t happen here. If it
does it gets sorted out immediately,”
she says confidently.
Strip clubs across the country in
cities such as Sheffield, Bristol and
Manchester have all faced calls from
different independent women’s
groups for their licence to be removed.
These women’s groups argue that Sexual Entertainment
Venues (SEV) encourage the
objectification of women and
symbolise sexism in society.
Yet, Christa and Rochelle
are both proud feminists.
“I don’t think I’ve ever met
a stripper that wasn’t a feminist,” says Christa, almost
shocked when I asked her
if she was.
As society moves into
what is seen as the fourth
phase of feminism, more
people see it as having the
choice to do with their bodies and their lives as they
wish, so they can live equally regardless of gender.
This is exactly what
Christa explains to me: “It
honestly blows my mind…
It seems anti-feminist to tell
another woman what she
can and can’t do.”
Rochelle also holds the
same opinion. “These
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groups of women that try and police
other women are equally as bad as
the misogynist men.”
Rachela Colosi is a senior lecturer in sociology at the University of
Lincoln. Rachela has been involved
in supporting dancers in Sheffield,
where clubs have faced threats from
independent women’s groups wishing to revoke their licence, as well as
giving evidence in court.
I ask her about these independent
women’s groups against SEVs. “Ironically, by closing these clubs down
they’re exposing them to more risks
which they’re trying to protect them
from,” she replies.
But what would happen if all strip
clubs and SEVs were banned? Rachela believes this couldn’t just happen.
“Somebody will always want to engage with it. They’ll just find different
ways of doing it, and unfortunately,
what will happen is you’ll make it
more dangerous for workers because they’ll engage in more unregulated sex work.”
The venues are currently highly
regulated by local authorities, which
grant annual SEV licences. These
regulations include performers not
being allowed to drink or take drugs
while working, dancers being banned
from exchanging personal information with the audience, and decreeing that house rules must be clearly
visible on the premises.
The strip club that I visited where
Rochelle and Christa both work is a
non-contact club, as requested by
the local council. They uphold a 30cm
rule between customers and dancers. This varies between clubs as others can allow contact depending on
the conditions set.
There are often blurred lines between different sex workers, and
society doesn’t separate the industries, but all these women have
boundaries. Christa says: “I’m happy
to dance naked, but I’m not happy to
be touched.”
Rochelle also spoke about her

limits: “When I worked in countries
where touching is normalised, I still
had my boundaries and refused
touching.
“Girls can still be sex workers and
have boundaries and enforce those
boundaries.”
So what would she say to women
campaign groups if given the chance.
“Speak to the dancers as human beings and not as a statistic that satisfies your political agenda,” Rochelle
says defiantly.
But what of those women that aren’t in control and are suffering? Do
stereotypes legitimately arise from
somewhere or are they based on
myth?
Rochelle adds: “I started my agency because there is that darker side
of the industry and I wanted to help
protect girls.”
Though not usually the case, some
girls in the industry are trafficked or
controlled by pimps or physically or
financially abusive partners. This exploitation does happen and shouldn’t
be ignored. However, it does not
happen to the majority and should
not be generalised. As Rochelle says:
“It’s such a dangerous narrative to
say all women are empowered, just
as it is important not to say all women are exploited.”
Many of the independent groups
fighting against SEVs wish to protect
those being exploited, but by attacking the whole industry they are marginalising women that don’t want or
need their help while also creating a
bubble for girls who continue to be
exploited.
While there is support and representation out there such as the
United Voices of the World, a trade
union which supports strippers, this
is often forgotten by the media and
protestors.
Christa, Rochelle and Rachela
have all demonstrated that they are
empowered, intelligent individuals.
They are in control of their lives and
bodies.
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2020 play

It’s the time of year of festival line-up
announcements and ticket releases. From the
famous ones to the newbies, the family friendlies
and the up-and-comings, the festival market is
bigger than ever. Milly Pearson shares a few of
the best ones around in and around Lincolnshire.
Lost Village – 27-30th August – Norton Disney, Lincs
Lost Village festival is “a place where nothing
is what it seems” – a four-day experience
which combines music with food, comedy
and workshops to a backdrop of derelict
buildings and woodland.
Whilst this year’s line-up is yet to be
released, previous acts included Four Tet,
Loyle Carner and Tom Misch.

Joefest Presents: Beyond The Woods – 7th & 8th August
– Horncastle, Lincs
Joefest began as a birthday party in a back garden, but has grown into a small festival
hosting artists such as Fickle Friends and Casey Lowry. It describes itself as an “intimate and
unpretentious gathering of friends and music lovers, set in breathtaking surroundings”.
After having to cancel last year because of the rain, Joefest is back this year and hopefully
better than ever.

Leeds fest – 28th – 30th
August – Bramham Park,
Yorkshire
Reading and Leeds Festival is among the
biggest in the country, and promises an
incredible line-up every year, with something
for everyone. So far, Liam Gallagher has been
announced as a headliner.
Leeds is easy to reach from Lincolnshire,
and shuttle buses run from Leeds Station to
the festival.

LEEDS FESTIVAL.
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Beauty pageants,
an ugly business?
Are Miss England and Miss World competitions
outdated and sexist? Or are the contests an
empowering celebration for females? Anna
Coleman investigates.

T

he
phrase
‘beauty
pageant’ often results in
one of two reactions: a
disagreeing sneer or a sigh
of admiring awe. It’s this
divide that mirrors the general tone
of our society’s opinion - beauty
pageants prove to be a love/hate
theme of discussion. Despite this
ongoing conflict between beliefs,
applications for Miss England rose to
a record-breaking number of 20,000
this year. Is it an outdated tradition
or an empowering celebration? And
why the increase in applications?
Since its beginning in 1928, the
Miss England beauty pageant has
been described by critics as oldfashioned, unnecessary pageantry.
Controversial aspects of the
competition include unrealistic
beauty standards - pageant pushers
in Venezuela prompt girls as young
as 12 to get nose jobs whilst 2013
contestant Wi May Nava got her
tongue sewn in an attempt to
stop herself eating solid foods.
Contestants exploring possibilities
of cosmetic surgery in an effort to
take the title is not uncommon.
In 2017, Nottinghamshire model
and former Miss England winner
Zoiey Smale heavily criticised the
Miss United Continents pageant,
turning to Facebook to post an

angry confession that she was asked
“to start a diet plan and lose weight”
despite already being a size 10. In
a world where a quarter of sevenyear-olds have tried to lose weight
at least once, should we really be
encouraging the “you can look like
me if you’re this skinny too!”
Even though the newest wave
of feminism has swept its influence
over just about every aspect of
pop culture, it evidently seemed to
leave the world of beauty contests
untouched.
On the flip side, the competition
has made some attempt to be
progressive in recent years. The
introduction of the optional ‘makeup-free’ round was created this year
in an attempt to strip away the ‘fake’
ideology of beauty that was often
associated with the competition.
It’s been debated whether this
adds anything but pressure to the
competitors though - organisers
essentially asking women to look
good with and without make-up
isn’t exactly making things easier in
everyone’s eyes.
The Miss World competition
additionally scrapped its famous
swimsuit round in another attempt
to modify itself and shed overtones
of objectification.
Continued on page 28
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Continued from page 27
The Miss Great Britain contest has
not yet followed suit.
In a world where Instagram
culture has become ‘the norm’, the
blame for the unrealistic standards
of beauty may be pointed by some
towards social media in place of
pageants. The two trends seem
to co-ordinate in more than just
popularity, but the social media
site’s huge platform is followed
religiously by millions, giving it an
excessive amount of power.
Popular accounts often feature
similar, severe beauty standards:
skinny, air-brushed, too-good-tobe-true type figures with followers
that spend their time gloating
over them as they scroll. The
controversial aspect is still there
too, with plastic surgery replaced by
the much cheaper and easier digital
surgeon of Photoshop. Perhaps the
internet’s at fault for setting these
ideals, with pageantry just following
its example.
When Miss Yorkshire pageant
model Sophie Hattersley invited me
along to Miss Crown and Glory 2019, I
knew I would be out of my depth. As
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a girl who has never been generically
girly, I worried that it would be an
unpleasant reminder of being the
girl at the school party in jeans when
everyone else showed off their best
dresses. The event was aimed at girls
aged nine to 29 who ‘showed an
outstanding amount of commitment
and dedication’. They emphasised

up, some with contoured cheeks and
false eyelashes framing their faces
like spider’s legs. Together, they
look like a bunch of flowers among
their supporters that seem almost
too plain beside them. Groups of
people mingle together and engage
in excited discussion, making an
effort to involve me and share their

“I like the atmosphere. Everyone is so
friendly and respectful here. It isn’t like
the American pageants you see on TV.”
very strongly that anyone could be
the next Miss Crown and Glory.
Upon arrival at Wakefield Unity
Hall, I spot Sophie. She wears a blue
silk dress that flows elegantly down
to the ground. Her hair cascades
down her back with a wavy, natural
appearance. She’s beaming ear
to ear. And she’s surrounded by a
collection of girls that all wear brightly
coloured prom-like dresses. Some
are dressed with toned-down make-

enthusiasm. I get the impression
everyone knows everyone.
I ask Sophie if she’s nervous. “No”,
she replies, “I’m about to have the
most fun I’ve had in ages.”
The show goes on. Sophie,
unfortunately, doesn’t win. She still
wears her huge grin though. After
she’s finished hugging the other
girls, I grab her to give my own
congratulations and compliments.
Continued on page 29

lsjnews.co.uk
BEAUTY
PAGEANTS
ARE
BECOMING
POPULAR
AGAIN.

Continued from page 28
When I question her on what
her favourite and least favourite
parts of the competition were, she
pauses before saying: “I like the
atmosphere. Everyone is so friendly
and respectful here. It isn’t like the
American pageants you see on TV.
I don’t like it when you’re put on
the spot for the interview question.
There’s a bit of pressure to come
up with a good answer in front of
everyone.” Funnily enough, all the
girls seemed confident to strut their
stuff when walking up and down
the stage, but the uncertainty of
the unknown question had them
noticeably on edge.
Sophie’s response to pageantry
haters is visibly unbothered.
She tells me those that criticise
the events for being sexist and
outdated are “uneducated” on
the topic. I ask her to expand on
the idea. “I just think it’s usually
the people that don’t get involved
in these kind of things that are the
first to slander it. Pageants are
actually really self-esteem boosting
and encourage empowering and
supporting each other rather than

degrading. Today pageants aren’t
entirely focused on how ‘beautiful’
a woman is considered and more
about how confidently you pull off
a performance and your outfit,”
she tells me with certainty.
When the celebrations die down
and the confetti is swept up, Miss
Crown and Glory is waved off by her
fellow contestants. There’s no sign
of jealousy over the newly-crowned
winner, only an abundance of hugs
and pictures. Sophie bids everyone
an emotional goodbye as she
heads off home, keen to return
next year. It’s easy to see why the
girls are besotted with the event.
The meet-up seems not to differ
that much from a girls’ night out.
The surrounding atmosphere is a
positive one and smiles never waver
as the crowd individually part ways.
It made the previous comments
of pageantry seem ridiculous and
exaggerated. I doubted that the
obvious moments of fun would
turn into regretful tears of selfhatred in the future, but it would be
for the thousands of girls applying
this year to find out.
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2020 stay

Where will be the vacation destinations of 2020?
Chloe Groom gets out her globe and shares a
few break ideas in Europe - off the beaten track
and an old favourite that won’t break the bank or
leave you with a heavy carbon footprint.

For sights: Paris, France

Don’t be put off by its glamorous reputation –
this iconic city doesn’t have to be all escargot
and high fashion. Hop on the Eurostar from
London to Paris and enjoy student prices in
nearly every museum and famous landmarks
in the city. Get up early and take the metro to
Trocadero, for a fresh crepe and sunrise view
of the Eiffel Tower.

For sound: Benicàssim, Spain
Every summer, Festival Internacional de Benicàssim brings
the biggest names in pop, rock and electronica music to the
eastern coast of Spain. Spend your nights dancing in the
arena and days recovering on the beach – the 2020 line up
is to be announced, but last year’s event boasted Lana del
Rey, Fat Boy Slim and Gerry Cinnamon.

For sun: Budva, Montenegro
Far from a big name on the destination bucket lists,
Budva, left, is a hidden gem of the Adriatic coast. Host
to a quaint, Venetian old town, Budva is also becoming
known for its sandy beaches and electric nightlife and
is tipped for popularity in coming years. St Nicholas
Island is one of the smallest on the continent, but is
said to have one of the most incredible beaches in
Europe.

For sea: Dubrovnik, Croatia
Game of Thrones fans will recognise this walled city as one of the main filming destinations
of the fantasy series, but Dubrovnik has more to offer. Book one of the many daily excursions,
which take you kayaking in blue, Mediterranean looking sea to the cliff caves that dot the coast,
then out to the cursed island of Lokrum.
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2020 sport

This year promises to be something special with many
sporting highlights on the horizon. There is something
for everyone in what will be an epic year for athletes,
footballers and other sportsmen and women. BA Sports
Journalism students Harvey Conyers, Dan Breslin and
Kieran Curtis preview the year ahead.

January

Australian Open (January 20 – February 2)
The 108th edition of the grand slam will be
taking place again in Melbourne Park as Novak
Djokovic aims to defend his men’s single title.
Japan’s Naomi Osaka will be hoping she can win
the $2m women’s award again.
Winter X Games (January 23-26)
The event which covers extreme winter sports
events returns to ESPN this January. Events
include Snow Mountain Bike Racing, Ice
Climbing and Super Modified Snow Shovel
Racing.

February

Six Nations (February 1-14)
This year is the 126th Six Nations Championship
where the national teams of England, France,
Ireland, Italy, Scotland and Wales all compete
for the prize. Last year Wales won their 27th title,
beating Ireland 25-7 to clinch the Grand Slam.
England’s campaign will kick-off away to France
on February 2.
Super Bowl (February 2)
Florida will host this year’s game at the Hard
Rock Stadium – the 11th time it will have hosted
the Super Bowl. New England Patriots ran out
13-3 victors last year, defeating Los Angeles
Rams.
Women’s ICC World T20 (February 21 –
March 8)
Champions of 2018 Australia will host this
year’s tournament in Melbourne. England
were runners-up two-years ago but the Aussies
controlled the final, winning by eight wickets.
England have only won once and that was in
2009.
World Track Championships (February 26 –
March 1)
The annual cycling event will take place in Berlin

with events for both men and women. Just under
half of the events are designed for non-Olympic
athletes. Last year Netherland’s men dominated
while it was the Australians who saw more gold
than anyone in the women.

March

World Athletics Indoor Championship (March
13-15)
The biennial event will be held in China this
time around after previously being held in
Birmingham in 2018. The USA have dominated,
leading the medal table every time since
2006 and topped the table 11 times since the
competition formed in 1985.

April

Grand National (April 4)
The most famous horse race in the world takes
place at Aintree with over 40 horses in the
steeplechase.
US Masters (April 9-12)
This kicks-off what will be the first of four major
golf championships of 2020 and will be held at
its usual venue, Augusta. Tiger Woods rubberstamped his return to the game securing his fifth
Green Jacket in 2019 at the age of 43.

May

French Open (May 18-June 7)
The French Open is part of the Grand Slam
circuit.
FA Cup Final (May 23)
The English showpiece final takes place at the
iconic Wembley Stadium.
UEFA Champions League Final (May 30)
Europe’s top two teams will battle it out in
Istanbul this year.
Continued on page 32
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2020 sport

Our preview of the sporting calendar concludes
with the second half of the year.
June - September

Euro 2020 (June 12 to July 12)
2020 marks the 60th birthday of the European
Championships, with the competition being
hosted in several nations as a “romantic” oneoff celebration.
The tournament will be held in 12 cities
across 12 UEFA countries. However, it may
present England with their best chance of
lifting the trophy, as all three of England’s
group games, as well as the semi-finals and
final, will be held at Wembley Stadium.
For the first time, the now controversial VAR
will be used at a European Championship.
The Championships, Wimbledon (29 June
to July 12)
Wimbledon is the world’s oldest tennis
tournament and one of the most prestigious
events on the sporting calendar.
They have occurred here every summer at the
All England Lawn Tennis club since 1877 and
it is one of four Grand Slam tennis events.
British favourite, and two-time Wimbledon
champion Sir Andy Murray, is eyeing up
success once again, following a 2019 plagued
with injury which brought him close to
retirement.
Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympic Games (July
24 to August 9)
Tokyo will host the 2020 Summer Olympics,
having beaten Madrid and Istanbul in the
bidding process.
This will be the second time the city has
hosted the summer games, having previously
done so in 1964.
Under new IOC policies that allow the
host organizing committee to add sports
to the Olympic programme, these Games
will see karate, sport climbing, surfing and
skateboarding make their Olympic debuts.
Russia will not attend the Olympics, after
the World Anti-Doping Agency handed the
country a four-year ban in all major sporting
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events, however, clean Russian athletes will be
allowed to compete under the Olympic flag.
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games (August 25
to September 6)
Scheduled as the 16th Summer Paralympic
Games, the major international multi-sport
event for athletes with disabilities. This will
mark the second time Tokyo has hosted the
Paralympics, as they were first held there in
1964 alongside the Summer Olympics.
These Games will see the introduction of
badminton and taekwondo to the Paralympic
programme, replacing sailing and 7-a-side
football.
World Road Championships of Cycling
September 20 – 27
The annual World Road Championships of
Cycling is being held in Switzerland. The
competition consists of events for road race,
individual time trial, and team time trials.

October-November

The men’s Twenty20 World Cup Oct 18 –
Nov 15
Due to being one of the top teams in the
world, England automatically qualify for the
Super 12 Stage, and so their campaign does
not begin until October 26. The final, should
England or any of the other home nations
qualify, isin Melbourne on November 15.

December

World Swimming Championships Dec 15
– Dec 20
The final major sporting event of the year is
the 25m World Swimming Championships.
The 2020 competition is being held in Abu
Dhabi, with all of the swimming events being
contested in a 25m pool, rather than the
Olympic standard 50m size.
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2020 play

With both Sony and Microsoft announcing new
versions of their consoles in 2020 the war is
beginning to heat up again. Microsoft doubled its
efforts with the Xbox One S and X, bringing HD
Range and 4K gaming. Currently boasting ‘the
world’s most powerful console’ it will be
interesting to see if Microsoft can maintain this
advantage or whether Sony will once again be
king of the consoles, Andrew Norris writes.

Halo: Infinite - Project Scarlett
Described as a spiritual reboot for the franchise, the sixth edition of the Master Chief ’s
adventure through forerunner space needs
to tackle the sour taste its predecessor Halo
5: Guardians left in the mouth of some of its
most loyal fans.
An interesting but highly criticised campaign leading up to the launch of Halo 5 had
fans believing our beloved Chief had gone
rogue only to find the actual game to offer a
vastly different reality than the expectation
and hype created by 343 Industries would
have suggested.
Halo often does well as a launch game
for new hardware so with any luck the new
opportunities afforded by Microsoft’s Project
Scarlett will allow the Chief to be back to his
Covenant killing ways in a campaign that focuses more on the delivery of the story rather
than the verticality of its level design.

Animal Crossing: New Horizons (Nintendo Switch)
Our favourite talking racoon Tom Nook is back. This time the stars have aligned, and he’s
moved into the business of renting his own deserted island to your lucky player. But this
first Animal Crossing game on Switch hardware needs to show it can be more than the lacklustre furniture collection game of Pocket Camp, which hit our smartphone screens in 2017.
The market for these games clearly exists, with sales of the last generation New Leaf
hitting around the 12 million mark, equalling the efforts of Game Freak and their first foray
into Switch software with Pokémon Lets Go Eevee and Pikachu.
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High hopes for
Delicious Orie as an
Olympic gold medallist
With a name ready-made for the big screen,
Delicious Orie is fighting for a golden future
alongside a knife-free life for children as part
of the ‘Gloves Up Knives Down’ campaign.
Nikita-Sasha Manotey reports.

T

he
22-year-old
West
Midlands boxer, who was
once dubbed the next
Anthony Joshua, has
high expectations for his
future, and is hoping to match the
world champion’s achievements. The
boxer kick-started his career at the
age of 18 at Henrietta Street gym,
Birmingham, also known as Jewellery
Quarter Amateur Boxing Club.
Alongside this, the boxer, who is
originally from Bilston, supports the
‘Knives Down Gloves Up’, campaign
to keep kids off the streets and away
from knife crime.
Orie’s aspirations are to become
an Olympic gold medallist before
he advances professionally into
the sport.
Originally, his interests didn’t lie
with boxing but with basketball,
where he played for The West
Bromwich Albion Association. As
time progressed, Orie lost interest in
basketball but had always had a keen
interest in boxing, which he wanted
to pursue further.
The 6ft 6ins amateur took to the
sport quickly, and was scouted by
coach Mick Maguire, spurring the
start of his career.
“I was never given the opportunity.
There are no opportunities in schools
for such a sport (boxing). My parents
also disapproved of it, so when I
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turned 18, I had the ability to make
my own decisions and do whatever I
wanted to do,” he says.
Not only has he now been added
to the Great Britain amateur squad,
Orie has a lot of involvement in
shaping young childrens’ futures, and
more importantly keeping them off
the streets and out of trouble. This
comes after the recent surge in knife
crime among gangs and the younger
generation; it’s an issue Orie feels
strongly about.
‘Gloves Up Knives Down’ was
founded in 2019, and is committed
to supporting young people living in
communities affected by knife crime.
It provides access to boxing training
to help youngsters to lead a fulfilling
and healthy life away from crime.
“Being
disciplined
helps
youngsters and they look up to the
sport, keeping them out of trouble.
There are a lot of role models in
this sport who can influence them
to better themselves,” he says
passionately.
“I have got involved in many
projects with schools in particular,
and the police, advising children
of the dangers surrounding knife
crime. I recently went to my old
school – Colton Hills Community
School – to educate the kids on
the importance of taking part in
something you enjoy.”
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He adds: “I mean I talk to them
about the trouble you can get into
involving knife crime, and to be
honest the bottom line is it’s a very
dark path that you don’t want to
go down.”
Orie has also been working with
Herefordshire Police, founders
of ‘Gloves Up Knives Down’. The
project helps raise awareness of
knife crime and staying safe.
“Getting the children involved in
something like boxing may allow
them to find a focus for themselves.
It gives the kids something to look
forward to and will help them
channel their anger. There are kids
as young as ten and eleven who
carry knives, its needs to change,”
he says.
Boxing clubs across the UK
have received funding from Sport
England to reduce the level of knife
crime in youngsters. The clubs have
projects to help tackle the level of
crime activity.
Jimmy Egan’s boxing club in
Manchester is one of six to receive
funding to support the cause. Head
coach Shaun Egan explains how
their club uses boxing as the key
contributor in reducing the risk of
knife crime.
“We teach classes with children
and make them learn to lose
gracefully. Some of the kids don’t
know how to lose, which causes the
issues and causes the aggression.
We teach them you can be violent
without having to injure or kill
someone- it’s all about respect.”
Egan, who runs the club says:
“One of the kids that come here,
his brother died as a result of knife
crime and his family pushed him to
start boxing.

ABOVE: DELICIOUS ORIE WITH HIS TRAINERS.

BOTTOM: THE ANTI-KNIFE SLOGAN

“We’ve taught him in a couple
of sessions but have realised his
talents lie in music, and at this
boxing club we are going to get him
some studio time so he can channel
his energy into that. It’s all about
helping and guiding the children to
achieve their aspirations and get
them off the streets.”
Although Orie has no personal
experience of knife crime, his
passion lies with keeping children
off the streets and involved
in sports.
“Obviously my long-term career
is in boxing. Ideally, I want it to lead

to the ultimate goal of being world
champion, but as well as that I really
want to influence young children.
“I want to encourage them to do
whatever they put their mind to,
and be able to have the opportunity
to train kids in something they
enjoy. To focus on what they are
good at whether that is boxing or
even chess.”
Orie’s next bout will see him at the
British University Championships
in February.
“It’ll be an experience, something
to gain and reflect from,” he says
with passion.
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The next edition will be out late April 2020.
Keep in touch at www.lsjnews.co.uk.

